DISCUSSION BOARDS

WHAT TUTORS NEED TO KNOW

POTENTIAL BENEFITS

e A Deeper Level of Understanding of the Curricula
* |mproved Student Engagement and Motivation

e Enhanced Learning Outcomes

e Development of Higher-Order Thinking Skills

* |ncreased Metacognition

* Providing a Positive Learning Experience

e Satisfying Student Expectations

(Roavi, 2007, Topcu, 2008 & Douglas et al., 2020)

TEACHING AND LEARNING

* There is no need for students or tutors to be engaged
simultaneously. This allows for more flexibility and potential
engagement: Interactions can take place inbetween other activities.

 Discussion Boards (DBs) are a useful addition to classroom teaching
as it extends student-tutor interactions beyond the timetable.

 DBs provide students and tutors with time to structure and organise
their thoughts, which will assist higher-level thinking.

* DBs supports distance and blended learning approaches. These are
more likely to be in place at present, due to the pandemic.

* |nusing a DB, there is less pressure on students to 'perform’, as
opposed to a classroom setting. A DB will also decrease feelings of
isolation amongst students . This will reduce anxieties, increase
feeling of belonging, and support positive mental health.

* |ntegrating an DB will increase levels of interaction in course content,
which will subsequently improve learning outcomes.

CONSIDERATIONS

e Don't be discouraged by any apparent lack of 'activity' within a discussion as
it may be ‘unseen’. Students will spend time reading, or ‘listening’ to posts.
e A DB will be beneficial, even if the tutor can only invest minimal time.

(Topgu, 2008, Cheng et al., 2011, Rovai, 2007 & Wise et al. 2013))
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